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PSSA Survival 
The PSSA testing has come and gone.  However, our third grade students 

remember the preparation, challenges, and formalities of the test.  Students felt a variety 
of emotions as they got ready for this  serious “high stakes” test, which evaluated their 
reading and math skills.  Some were excited; some anxious.  Others just wanted to know 
what all the hype was  about.   Read how some students felt about taking the PSSA for the 
first time. 

PSSA Blues 

By Johnnae Allen 

At first, I felt scared when I took the PSSA.  I felt scared because there was some 
stuff on the test that I didn’t know.  I was struggling because I didn’t know what to do.  I 
was sweating and shaking because some of the test was hard.  I think it was hard because 
it was my first time taking it.  I was scared because I thought I was going to fail. 

Secondly, I felt nervous.  I was nervous because I didn't think I tried my best. 
Reading was hard since it had hard words in the paragraphs.  Some questions were 
weird.  I didn’t know what to do with some of the answers.  They just didn’t make any 
sense.  However, I thought I did pretty good, and I tried to do what I knew. 

Finally, I felt happy because we don’t have to test any more.  Our class is having 
fun now.   There is no more stress.  My hand does not have to hurt anymore from writing 
too much.  This is how I felt taking the PSSA. 
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★★★★  Math Superstars  ★★★★ 
 

The following students became Math Superstars by learning their multiplication 
facts. 

1. Jude Fossum 9. Amirah Young 
2. Jadyn Golden             10.  Serenity Dixon 
3. Lyfe Johnson 11. Anasia Jones 
4. Sean Alston 12. Glorie McGriff  
5. Da’Shawn Cook 13. Tyshawn Champine 
6.  Dorian Anderson 14. Ke’Liyah Ferguson 
7. Chaz Watt Coleman 15. Elijah Nesby 
8.  Elijah Williams 

Great Adventures

 
An Adventure 
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By Hanna Galvin 

This is a super scary adventure I had with my mom.  First, my mom and I were in 
Ohio with my sister.  My mom and I were in the shower house, while my sister was at her 
friend’s house.  My sister asked to get picked up and … 

Next we went to pick her up, but she wasn’t there.  So, we looked for her.  I was so 
scared.  We looked at the lake.  We didn’t tell my grandfather because he would have 
worried too much.  We covered the whole campground. 

Last, we couldn’t find her anywhere.   So, we told my grandfather.  He said she was 
at the  trailer the whole time.  My mother went and yelled at her for not answering her 
phone.  My mom and I got some chips and dip, watched hotel Transylvania.  I slept 
soundly till four o'clock.  That's an adventure I had with my mom. 

Adventure with a Friend 
By Damon Givner 

A time I had an adventure with my friend is when my friend came to my house.  This is what we 
did. 

First, we played video games.  We played WWE 2K 14.  It was a tag team tables match.  My 
friend Kenny was the Undertaker.  I was Kane, and we were facing Primo and Epico.  We won, of 
course. 

Next, we watched a documentary.  It was a WWF documentary.   We had lots of fun while 
watching it.  We were talking about school.  We were also talking about what we knew about WWE.  

Lastly, we ate lots of snacks.  We ate fruit snacks.  We ate Honey Buns.  We also ate Cosmic 
Brownies.  We also drank water and Kool Aid. 

In conclusion, that’s a time I had an adventure with my friend. 

 

An Adventure at Home 
By Kenny Wallace 

I had an adventure with my friend named Jordan.  His mom took us to the park. 
We had so much fun.  Also, we had a sandwich with some chips. 
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Next, Jordan's mother said I could sleep over.  So, we played lots of games and 
watched movies.  Then we went to sleep. 

Last, I went home and had to go to school.  I went home when school was over.  I 
had fun, but when I got home I played my game. 

In conclusion, I had an awesome adventure. 

 

Good Eats  
How to Make Brownies 

         By Aira Burke 

Do you like brownies? Here are some easy steps on how to 
make brownies.  The first thing you have to do to make brownies is 
get the ingredients.  The ingredients are 2 eggs, ¼ cup of water, and 

a chocolate brownie mix.  Then you mix them all together in a bowl with a spoon.  Next, 
put the mix in a pan and let it bake for 45 minutes.  Finally, you taken the brownies out 
of the oven.  At last you can let them cool off for at least ten minutes before 
cutting them and eating them.  These are the steps 
to make brownies. 

 

Making Brownies 

By Au’briana Baldwin 

If you like brownies, here are the steps on how to make 
them.  I made brownies at our after school program, and they were delicious.  The first step we did was 
look at the instructions on the back of the box of brownie mix.  The next step we did was gather the 
ingredients, which were eggs, brownie mix, water, and oil.  Then we cracked the eggs over the bowl.  After 
that, we poured in the mix.  Also, we poured in ¼ cup of oil and a ½ cup of water.  Next, I sprayed the pan 
with Pam.  After that,  we poured the mix into the pan.  Then we put them in the oven and let them bake for 
45 minutes.  We let them cool and then ate them.  Now you see that making  brownies is easy. 

How to Make Brownies 

By Maranda Weems 

Do you like brownies?  If you do, you will love to follow my recipe.  This is a 

fast way to make brownies.  First, you have to buy eggs, brownie mix, and oil.  Then, 
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you get a bowl and a spoon.  Next, you crack the eggs into the bowl and stir them. 
After that, you get the bag of brownie mix and pour a little in at a time.  Continue to 
stir.  After that, you put water in the mixing bowl and stir it .  When you are done, you 
pour the batter into the pan and bake for 3545 minutes.  You are done!  That is how 
you make brownies.  

 

Joke Corner 

1. What has a foot but no legs? 

2. Poor people have it. Rich people need it. If you eat it you die. What is it? 

3. What is the longest word in the dictionary? 

4. What comes down but never goes up? 

5. Mary’s father has 5 daughters – Nana, Nene, Nini, Nono. What is the fifth 

daughter’s name? 

Answers are on page 7. 
In My Opinion… 

Reading Carnival 

Diary Entries 

Dear Diary, 

I had fun at the Reading Carnival.   

I’m happy that Mrs. Covington and Mrs. Gleason set it up for all of the third 
graders.  I had fun doing the Bowling for Books, Bean Bag Toss, Ring Toss, 
and Fluency Vocabulary.  I loved the Reading Carnival.  Thank you for 
everything.  I hope we have it again. 

Da’Shawn Cook 

 Dear Diary, 

Today, I went to a Reading Carnival.  I won a lot of 
prizes.  We had a raffle.  I won a book and other 
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things. I had a lot of fun.  I hope we can do this again. 

Jo’saiah Ferguson 

Glorie and Elijah 

 

 

Dear Diary, 

Today I went to school and got to go to a Reading Carnival.  It really was 
fun.  Here are some things we did.  First, we stayed upstairs and did Brain 
Teaser, PSSA Coin Toss, Relay, Kahoots and even Bingo!  Then, we went 
downstairs to the gym.  There we played Bowling, Ring Toss, Duck Pond 
and we got our pictures taken.  When we played a game, we got tickets.  I 
had 16.  We cashed them in, and I had to wait for them to announce the 
winners. 

Jude Fossum 

 

 

Dear Diary, 

I had a lot of fun with third grade at the Reading Carnival.  I had fun with 
my friends, Danaya, Haylee, Lyfe, Aryana, and Da’Shawn.  I also had fun 
taking pictures in the gym. 

Laniyah Trowell 

 

What I Do After School  

By Elijah Campbell 

Playing after school is important because I need to get my energy out. 
I sit in school all day long learning.  There are lots of things I like to do after 
school.  I will tell you about them. 

My favorite thing to do after school is to go outside with my brother.  I 
get to play football.  I get to go into the basement with my little brother.  I 
get to play hockey, too. 
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I do my homework before I do all of this.  Then when we go to bed, we 
watch television and eat a snack.  Lastly, we sometimes go somewhere.  In 
conclusion, this is what I like to do after school. 

 

 

 

Answers to Riddles 
Found in Joke Corner 

(See Page 5) 

1. A ruler 4. Rain 

2. Nothing 5. Not Nunu -- Mary! 

3. Smiles, because there is a mile between each ‘s‛. 
 

Movie 
Reviews 
Frozen 

By Dazyier Bates 

Frozen is a delightful movie. It is entertaining and it has a lot of 
action in it. This movie is all about a queen named Elsa and her sister, 
Princess Ana. The two of them are different because Elsa, who is 
mean, has powers and Ana, who is nice, doesn’t.  One day, at a ball, 
Elsa became jealous when Ana met a prince, who fell in love with her 
and wanted to marry her.   So, Elsa used the powers in her hand to 
make ice crystals all around herself.  She froze half of the ball room, 
and then she ran away up a hill. She then made herself a home out of 
ice.  Later, some bad people tried to kill Queen Elsa and she got locked 
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up in jail.  After about a while, she broke out of jail.  Then, she saw that 
her sister’s heart was frozen.  She cried on her, and her sister Ana 
started to unfreeze.  Things turn around when Ana was unfrozen by 
true love. 

 

 

 

 

  Follow This Movie 

By Alys Rose Campbell 

“Follow Me, Boys”  is an amazing movie. I think this because it is 
a heart-warming, fun, and amazing film full of adventure and a happy 
ending.   It starts off when the main character, Lem Siddons, tries to 
start a Boy Scouts troop.  He got a lot of boys to join, but on the 
troop’s first campout, they camped near an army camp.  Lem got 
captured when the army men thought he was a spy.  So it was up to 
the scouts to save him.  I think the  funniest part was when the Boy 
Scouts captured a real tank with a fake cannon.  So when you want to 
sit back, relax and watch a funny movie, I think you should watch 
“Follow Me, Boys”.  

 

Four-Star Movie ★★★★ 
By Devin Walker 
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If you like action movies, I think you should see Star Wars The Force Awakens. 
Not only does it have a lot of action, it is fun to watch. There hasn’t been a Star Wars 
movie made in 10 years.  I think it is the best movie ever.  

There are many old characters from the Star Wars series,  and  there are some 
new characters.  My favorite character from the movie is Kylo Ren. 

They used the same ship from episodes 4-6.  The Stormtroopers’ armor is 
different.  Also, the rebels have different armor. 

This is why you should see Star Wars the Force Awakens. 

 

Good Reads 

    Dork Diaries 
                       By Laurai Jones 

One book I would recommend to a friend is 
Dork Diaries.  I would recommend it because it is 
funny.  Another reason is because the main 
character, Nikki, tells stories about her life.  The next reason I like Dork Diaries is 
because Nikki’s younger sister always ruins things like her sleepover.  Those are three 
reason why I like Dork Diaries.  

Are You My Mother? 
By Anthony Nelko 

The book I would recommend to a friend is  Are You My Mother? by Dr. 
Seuss.  The reason is there is a baby bird in the story that goes on an adventure to 
find his mother.  He meets many different things and asks “are you my mother? 
After asking many different questions, he finally finds his mother.  Read the book 
and see for yourself. 

 
Art Corner 
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Student-made Pottery 

                              

By Laila Akhunkle By Dayonna Bray 
 

 
By  Shaniyah Jackson 

Poetry Corner  

Color Poems
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               Yellow White 
By Au’briauna Baldwin   By Jada Summers 
 

White is the color of roses outside. 
White is the color of the moon. 

Yellow is the color of the sun flowers. White is the color of frozen ice. 

Yellow is the color of bananas. White is the color of clouds. 
Yellow is the color of the sun.              White is the color of a plane with white 
smoke. 
Yellow is the color of golden delicious apples. White is the color of a group of baby 
bunnies.  
Yellow tastes like yellow peeps. White is the color of friendship. 
Yellow sounds like peaceful children. White is the color of singing doves. 
Yellow looks like yellow parakeet feathers. White is the color that makes me happy. 
Yellow feels like burning steam.               White is the color of snow. 
Yellow makes me happy. 
Yellow is the color of a lemon. 

 

RED 
By Hanna Galvin 

 
Red is pretty, 

Red is the color of my heart. 
Red is the color of being mad. 
Red is the color of a ruby, 
Red smells like peppers. 
Red tastes like tomatoes, 

Red sounds like an apple falling from a tree. 
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Red looks like a rose, 
Red feels like it’s hot. 
Red makes me happy, 

Red is the best! 
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